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A message from our President:
Dear Members and Friends,
Welcome to our new on-line newsletter! Thank you to all who contributed to the effort in making this a reality. We would very much appreciate receiving feedback from all of you who view the newsletter as we are
open to developing ways to get the word out on the great work being
done at the WHS to promote and preserve our rich cultural heritage. We
continue to work on your behalf to maintain our historic building and to
conserve valuable artifacts, to provide enhanced programming, and to expand our community outreach activities. Stay tuned for exciting announcements taking place in the near future - we appreciate your continued support!
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The story of the
Redington Museum
does not begin with
that great patriot, Asa
Redington. Although
he certainly deserved
to have a museum
named after him, our
The Redington Museum
Redington Museum is
not a memorial for
him. In fact, it’s named after a man deemed equally deserving, who left
Waterville at age 17: William Pearson Redington (1845-1919), Asa’s grandson.
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William had grown up, living with his parents, William and Harriet, and his sister, Sophia, in the very
house that now serves as our museum. In 1862, William left Waterville for San Francisco, where he entered
his cousin John’s firm of Redington and Company, wholesale druggists, as an office boy, and worked his
way up to the position of Vice President. In February of 1878, he married Ada Louise Hay of Cleveland,
Ohio, and they had two children.
In searching through the Waterville Historical Society Redington Family collection, one can find a copy of a
letter that explains WHS’s connection to William Redington’s family home. It was the letter to be sent to
Mrs. William P. Redington of San Francisco, California from the Secretary of the Waterville Historical Society, written on May 3, 1924. It reads as follows:
“My dear Mrs. Redington,
It gives me great pleasure to inform you that the Waterville Historical Society, at a largely attended
meeting held last evening, voted unanimously to accept your generous and munificent offer of the property
numbered 64 Silver Street, Waterville, Maine, as a memorial of your late husband, and for an historical museum that should afford also a home for the Society.
The Society instructed me to convey to you its appreciation and its deep gratitude for your great and
significant gift. It will furnish fitting memorial of a man who worthily sustained the name of one of the oldest and most honored families in the history of our city. A Redington house it has always been- the Redington Museum and home of the Waterville Historical Society it will always remain.
The Society, encouraged by your generous gift, will do its utmost to realize your purpose and make the
Museum an honorable memorial of your husband and of great and permanent value to the City. The Mayor
of the City was present at the meeting, and expressed his gratification, and assured the Society that an initial appropriation toward the running expenses and maintenance of the Museum would be made immediately.
Your gift is also very timely. For twenty-one years the Historical Society has been collecting materials
and has now a fine library, many local pictures, some antique furniture, many Indian relics collected in
Waterville, also articles of historical and curious interest.
Its present quarters, and room in the Library Building, are quite outgrown. Your generosity will make it
possible to give to these collections a fitting home where they will surely increase as time passes. Please accept, Mrs. Redington, the deep and lasting gratitude of the Waterville Historical Society for your gracious
Memorial Gift. I remain- Very truly yours, Edwin C. Whittemore”
Some things have changed since the writing of this letter: The address of the museum has been
changed from 64 to 62, per the changes instituted with the 911 Emergency system. And the Museum no
longer receives financial support from the City of Waterville.
But, many things have stayed the same: We still feel “deep gratitude” for Mrs. Redington’s “great
and significant gift” to the Waterville Historical Society. We still have an enduring partnership with our public library, although the Historical Society is no longer housed there. Mr. Dodge’s August talk about Asa was
a manifestation of this strong connection.
And we still aim to be of “great and permanent value to the city.” You may have seen our “local pictures” were among those used in the recently constructed “River Walk” along the Kennebec River.
Best of all, we still have “articles of historical and curious interest.” Our collections have, indeed,
“increased as time passes” to the point where we are bursting at the seams with them! Come on in to see
them. We are open for tours by appointment all through the winter months, so be sure to stop by, if you
haven’t been in for awhile.

Written by Tina Serdjenian

From the Curator’s Desk
The past few months have been busy here
at the Redington. In this volume of our newsletter, I would like to give you a summary of everything that has transpired this summer.
As a few of you are aware, we have been
working on inventorying the entire collection of
the museum. The first step in this process is the
Desk of Doctor V.P. Coolidge
actual physical identification and accounting of
First convicted Murderer of Waterville
each item in the building. Bonny and I have been
working on this for about 4 years and, with the
exception of the Apothecary, are nearly there. The goal is to not only account for what we have in our collection, but also create a digital database that is easily accessible. To assist in this process, the Historical Society
purchased a program called PastPerfect Museum Software and we are now currently working on the digitization process. This is an ongoing project that will take several years to complete.
As everyone knows, Colby has opened a new dormitory in downtown. As part of the requirement for students to live there, they have to be actively volunteering in the community. We have had the opportunity to participate in this program and to date we have 6 Colby students volunteering here at the museum to assist us with the previous projects I just mentioned.
Finally, I would like to mention the photo above. This is a desk that belonged to the notorious Dr.
Volorous P. Coolidge. It currently resides here at the Redington Museum in our upstairs main display room.
Dr. Coolidge has the poor fate of being Waterville’s first CONVICTED murderer! The murder happened in the
1840’s and took place on Main street. He murdered his friend and patient Mr. Matthews and placed his body
in the lower level of the Williams house on Main street which, at the time, was located approximately where
GHM Agency and Camden National Bank currently sit. If you would like to know more about the murder and
trial, visit the museum! We have a copy of the trial on display currently residing on Coolidge’s Desk!
Thank you for supporting us here at the museum and please make sure to come for a visit! You never
know what you are going to find!
Bryan Finnemore
Curator & Caretaker
On August 9, the Waterville Historical Society hosted
Larry Dodge, Head of Patron Services at the Waterville Public
Library. Larry shared stories from the life of Asa Redington
based on information left by Asa in his autobiographical memoir, Reminisces.
The stories highlighted how very resilient Asa had to be
in order to survive many trials and tragedies that beset him
throughout his life- the first of which was the drowning of his
father when he was only eight. His father’s death left the family
destitute, which meant that Asa and his siblings were sent off to
live with relatives, some of whom were not always kind.
More on Asa on pg. 4

Larry Dodge holding
Asa Redington’s Journal Reminisces

Asa Redington Cont.
Asa’s biggest challenges, however, were ahead of him. At age sixteen, Asa enlisted in the Continental Army,
and served his country for five years, engaging in significant fighting in Rhode Island, Connecticut, and upstate New York during long, cold winters, and deep, deep snows. Finally, in October of 1781, Asa was ordered to take cannon to Yorktown, and there after the siege of that town, witnessed the surrender of Cornwallis. The war was virtually over. He was, by then, “quite tired of such business”, but his “term [of service]
had not yet expired”. On Asa’s way north to rejoin his original regiment from NH, he contracted smallpox,
and spent months in a Philadelphia hospital, until he was well enough to travel again.
In July of 1783, Asa was one of the twelve men selected to be in Washington’s “Life Guards” - the
name given to the twelve men who escorted Washington from Yorktown to Princeton, to West Point, on to
New York City, and finally back to Mt. Vernon, Washington’s home. Asa served Washington until November
of 1783. While in Princeton, Asa had developed “a fever and ague” (likely malaria), that left him greatly
weakened.
From Mt. Vernon, Asa, weary of war, weary from sickness and disease, had to walk to West Point to
be formally discharged from the Army. He then he had to walk from West Point to New Hampshire, where
his family members were living.
There is so much more to tell about Asa and how he and his family came to Maine and contributed to
the growth of Vassalboro, Winslow, and that western shore of Winslow which eventually became Waterville.
Those stories will be in future issues. For now, here are five less-known facts about Asa:
1. After the surrender at Yorktown, the news of the end of hostilities had to be reported to the British forces around the country. Asa was ordered to do just, assigned with three other men to accompany an Ensign Stark. Their mission was to deliver the letters with news of surrender -letters directed to the Governor of Canada. They traveled to upstate New York, under the protection of a Flag of Truce, and delivered
them to the British Officer of an armed boat that intercepted them. The British Officer signed the receipt
for them and allowed them to travel no further. However, the British did invite them to “tarry” with
them for the night, gave them their boat sails for shelter from violent rains that night, and furnished
them with provisions the next morning.
2. Asa came to Maine with two brothers: one was named Thomas, the other named Samuel. We lose track
of Thomas, but Samuel lived in Vassalboro and became one of its most prominent citizens. (One of Asa’s
sons was also named Samuel.)
3. Asa had had little time for formal “schooling”, but he had a keen mind and was known as a well-spoken
and thoughtful speaker at public meetings.
4. Although Asa never ran for public office, he was deeply involved in the life of his town. He was the third
citizen to be sworn in as an official Justice of the Peace on March 13, 1817. Only Jonathan Winslow and
Joseph Crommett were made JP’s before him.
5. The Lockwood Mills covered the spot, on which Asa Redington once had his workshop. The mills also
covered the spot where Isaac Temple once had his small home.
Article written by Tina Serdjenian
WHS Librarian

The Story of the “Yankee Division”
Part II- At War in France
On May 18, 1917, the U. S. Congress had passed the “Selective Service Act”, six
weeks after America had entered “The War to End All Wars”. The first of three drafts was
on June 5, 1917. Draftees, along with those who had volunteered for service after the National Guard had already been sent to France, would be added to the American Expeditionary Forces already serving in France. But the generals of the A.E.F. would not be ready to
even plan for offensive action until late spring of 1918, when the American forces had finally
reached its full strength.
The Germans were well aware of the American plan to increase their troop strength
through the draft, and they hoped to win the war before the number of American troops
could peak. It was a race against time for both sides.
Returning to our AEF and the story of the “Yankee (26th) Division”: The AEF was given
one assignment- Repel the anticipated Spring German Offensive, thereby saving Paris and
all of France. The Allies were expecting that spring offensive, and they were determined to
be as prepared as possible. The Germans would begin their first offensive in March, 2018.
The 26th Division had anticipated receiving three months of training with the French.
They were eager and willing to learn what the French knew from their four years of trench
warfare against the Germans. For their part, the French were running out of men to fight
for their cause in this war of attrition, and gratefully welcomed the support of new troops.
The Allied plan was this: At first the American troops would fight under the command
of French General Petain, who directed and coordinated Allied movements. American officers would still command American forces, but Petain would be in charge of the Allied strategy. The decision was made that American forces would fight alongside the more experienced French and British forces. It was thought that initially the Americans would serve in a
support capacity, mostly as reserves, performing such tasks as assisting the French with removing their wounded from the battlefield.
The 26th Division was supposed to get their training behind the front lines, in the presumed quiet sector of Toul and Soissons, since they were still fairly “green”, but this Yankee
Division was on the front lines almost from the moment they arrived until the day the armistice was announced. Their training would be in actual combat.

Continued on pg 6

The 26th Division came under attack even before the Germans had launched their first
great offensive.
While training on the “Chemin des Dames” (Road of Ladies) near Toul on February 6,
1918, the 26th was surprised by a German raid. They battled the Germans for forty-one days,
until March 19, demonstrating their fierce commitment to fight alongside their Allied comrades, as well as their willingness to learn from them.
Spring brought rain. After surviving the brutal conditions of winter, American soldiers
had to learn to survive life in the trenches they had dug, which immediately filled with rain.
The rain and mud were just two of the challenges the men in trenches faced. Many
developed colds that turned into bronchitis or pneumonia. The Spanish Flu plagued the
troops. There was often insufficient food and clothing for the soldiers, and a constant lack of
sleep. While setting up supply lines, while laying railroad tracks, while setting up barbed wire
systems, while digging trenches, the troops were constantly working- building and repairing
what had been bombed; and they were constantly on the move to new defensive positions,
always defending themselves against attack.
The Germans’ first great offensive campaign was launched on March 20 in that Toul
Sector of France, also known as the “Defensive Sector”. The 26th Division was given command of the Toul-Boucq sector from April 3-June 28th, defending against German attacks,
while the French troops, who had been fighting there, were moved out to the Western Front.
There were constant raids by the Germans in the Toul Sector. The following description of the
raid at Seicheprey was an example of a German attack that kept the Allies on the defensive,
while waiting for more Americans to arrive:
On April 20, the Germans launched a surprise attack on the 26th Division at
Seicheprey . The New England troops assembled in the wheat of Seicheprey’s open farmland,
without the benefit of trenches, or airplanes, or tanks, or big guns to protect them. And they
were not yet fully trained, nor were their leaders. They wound up engaging in hand-to-hand
combat, and suffered heavy casualties. They counter-attacked and retook the ground they
lost, but most of the Germans had already withdrawn. While the 26th suffered heavy casualties, the Germans left with prisoners and comparatively few losses. (The 103rd took pride
that not one of their men was ever taken prisoner.) The Germans had driven a salient into the
lines of the Allies and threatened the important RR center at Amiens, but were repelled.
However, the German spring offensive continued to strain the Allies’ manpower.

Continued on pg 7

The German objective in their second offensive campaign was to gain Reims and its vital
railroad communications. To do this they had to cross two rivers: the Aisne and the Marne
River. On May 27, in a surprise attack, the Germans crossed the Aisne, then turned to the
cross the Marne. Crossing the Marne
would put the Germans only fifty miles
from a very vulnerable Paris.
The 26th Division began moving to the
Champagne-Marne theatre on July 4th,
alongside the Sixth French Army. On
July 15, in the campaign known as the
Champagne-Marne Defensive, the
Germans crossed the Marne, but by the
third day of fighting, they were beaten
back by a concentration of forces:
French, British, American, and Italian.
This is when the famous Battle of Belleau Wood, outside of Chateau-Thierry,
was fought- in the woods, in the rain, throughout the night. American troops took 1200 German prisoners that day.
During the fighting the 103rd seized the Railway Station at Reims, and captured the
villages of Givry/Sivry/Chivray, Belleau, and Torcy. The 26th Division withstood the German offensive, and was dubbed the “Saviors of Paris”, by the French citizenry. Their victory
has been forever commemorated, by a church that was erected by the citizens of Belleau, after the war, affectionately named the “Yankee Division Church” (see: photo). In appreciation of their sacrifice, to this day, the French who live in this region, still call the 26 th Division, their “Goddaughter.” There is also a monument at Chateau-Thierry to commemorate
this battle. In all of these prior campaigns, the Allies had always been on the defensive. They
had not had the manpower to launch an offensive counterattack. But, now, for the first time,
the Allied generals could finally put into action their offensive strategy, with seasoned,
trained forces. The plan was called the “Aisne-Marne Offensive”, sometimes called “The
Second Battle of the Marne”, and in it, the Americans played a pivotal role, and turned the
tide of the war.

The Story of the “Yankee
Division”
Part III- The Tide Turns and
Going Home
Returning to the “Second Battle of the Marne”: On July 18, the Allies launched a
counter-offensive at Chateau-Thierry and the Belleau Wood. In this battle, American forces
were supported with several hundred tanks and significant air power, and this time it was
the Allies who crossed the Marne. With their troops depleted and without rest, the 26th
division was right in the middle of this fighting, and the 103rd Infantry Regiment, made up of
mostly Mainers, was right in the middle of the 26th Division. In the Belleau Wood, troops
had to beware of well-concealed machine-gun nests and booby traps, left by retreating Germans, as well as enemy fire from soldiers. When the 26th Division took cover in the wood,
they suffered losses from both kinds of gas poisoning.

On July 20, the 1st Battalion, 103rd Infantry attacked Hill 190, with 1,000 men, but
suffered heavy casualties. With less than 200 men left on the hill, they broke through the
German line, and the Germans retreated. The tide had turned.
The Germans’ Aisne-Marne Offensive was to be the last great offensive mounted by them,
and the Allied counter-offensive victory led to the eventual victory of the Allies over the
Central Powers.
In September, the Americans went on their first independent mission of WWI, led by
General Pershing: The St. Mihiel Offensive. Before it began, on September 12, 1918, the
German troops suffered seven hours of bombardment by the Allies. American troops had
the support of tanks and the largest air fleet that had ever been assembled. They had two
objectives: the first was to clear the St. Mihiel Salient of Germans, who were in very favorable positions on heavily defended hills that led down to the plains of Verdun; the second
was to destroy the railway that fed and moved the German armies.
By mid-September, the salient was cleared and the 26th Division closed the salient, and
blocked off its exits.
It was in this offensive action that Albert Klick, one of two German-American brothers
from Fairfield, earned the Distinguished Service Cross. Albert and his brother Eric, had volunteered to fight for their country, at a time when it was a liability to even have a Germansounding name. The brothers had signed up in Waterville and were members of Company
H. Both brothers were wounded twice during WWI!

Albert was honored with the Distinguished Service Cross because of his
“extraordinary heroism in action near Bois-de-St. Remy, France on September 12, 1918.
With the aid of six comrades, Sergeant Klick attacked and put out of action a machine-gun
which was checking the advance of the company. Later he captured, without aid, about
20 prisoners, and, while advancing against another nest, he was twice wounded. Although in severe pain, he declined the use of a litter, walking three kilometers to a dressing station.” (General Orders No. 26, W.D., 1919).

On September 26, 1918, the 26th began its participation in the largest American-run offensive of WWI: the
Meuse-Argonne Offensive, fought in the Argonne Woods.
This offensive stretched along the entire Western Front. Its
goal was to free all of France of Germans, by breaking the
Hindenburg Line and by pushing the Germans back to their
own borders. Again using advanced bombing, tanks, and
aircraft, General Pershing led the Americans. It was the largest and bloodiest battle ever fought by an American army.
The Germans retreated in November, and thousands
were taken prisoner. By November 11, 1918, the fighting
came to an end and the occupation of Germany began.
As for the Yankee Division- of the 3,800 men they started with: 2,000 had been
wounded, and 371 had died. They were too beat up to take part in the Occupation of
Germany. They were being sent home.
Evacuation of troops takes time. The 26th had to wait for transport out of France
back to the U.S. During this waiting period, American soldiers busied themselves. Of the
2,000 troops not part of the German Occupation, many were allowed to finish up their
degrees in Oxford and Cambridge. Also during this waiting period, from November
through March, was the time when surviving American soldiers painted the insignia on
their helmets, as mentioned in Part I. Although the insignia served no military functional
purpose, they were a source of pride. The insignia for the 103rd Infantry was the pine
tree. Stencils were used to ensure some degree of insignia uniformity.

While he was in France participating in the Paris Peace Conference in December, President Woodrow Wilson and several other dignitaries, including his wife, had Christmas Dinner with the 103rd Regiment, while the soldiers waited to go home. InterAllied Gamesmilitary and athletic games between the Allies- were organized by military leaders, and
played in early March of 1919.
By the end of March, the 26th Division boarded ships and went home. They
disembarked in Boston. On April 25, they
were celebrated with the biggest celebration ever in Boston- biggest until the Red
Sox won the World Series in 2004!
World War I was a devastating war
for all of the countries involved. Soldiers
and civilians alike were killed- around 17 million, all told. Of the nearly 28,000 New
Englanders who started in the 26th Division, 11,955 were casualties of the war. Of those
who died, many were not returned to U.S. soil, but were buried in cemeteries in Europe.
The American Battle Monuments Commission, of which Perley Lachance spoke, in his October talk, was established by Congress in 1923 as an agency of the U.S. Government, and was
charged with building and maintaining monuments and cemeteries that honor the ultimate
sacrifice made by American soldiers around the world. Included in these are eighteen monuments and cemeteries in France that honor WWI soldiers. Among these are: the AisneMarne American Cemetery (see: photo), the Belleau Wood Monument, the Chateau-Thierry
Monument, the Meuse-Argonne Cemetery, the Oise-Aisne American Cemetery, and the St.
Mihiel American Cemetery. The Treaty of Versailles was signed on June 28, 1919. Unfortunately, this war was not the end to all wars, as was hoped. But, the sacrifice of the soldiers
who fought in it- that sacrifice is never forgotten.
__________________________________________________________________

Incomplete list:
From Waterville, Sergeant Henry Butler, Perley O. Butler, Lt. George N. Bourque, the
Castonguay brothers, Col. Albert Jeness, Harold Lessard, Forest Pare, and Elmer Pero, all
served in Company H. Sergeant William Lanigan, of Waterville, served as a Quartermaster
and so, was not in Company H. All of these had been in the National Guard before enlisting, except for Sergeant Henry Butler and Sergeant William Lanigan.

